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Passing the test
Sustainability, cool summer yarns and added functional benefits were among 
the key trends highlighted at Filo. Janet Prescott reports from Milan.

The latest edition of  Filo, held in Milan on 
October 8-9, showed its value to the trade in 
presenting one of  the first looks at quality 
yarns for 2016. The exhibition features yarns 
for fashion, technical applications, upholstery 
and interior decoration. The October fair 
was busy, with buyers from Italy but also 
from other countries looking for clues for the 
summer after next, and seeking out specific 
yarns from the specialist exhibitors.  

Yarns with proven qualities of  purity and 
beneficial effects appeared frequently, and 
throughout the show sustainable fashion 
was a key focus. A seminar discussing 
competitiveness based on sustainability 
featured a minister from the Ministry of  the 
Environment, and Mauro Rossetti, director 
of  the Textile and Health Association. It 
highlighted the Italian government initiative 
Tessile e Salute, which is supported by many 
mills and is focused on natural fibres certified 
in order to ensure their provenance and 
health benefits are explained to customers.

The feeling of  coming out of  a great 
crisis was echoed throughout Filo’s press 
conference. 2014 had been much more 
positive than expected, said Marilena Bolli of  
the Biella trade organisation UIB, and “the 
mentality has changed.”  

Paolo Monfermoso, manager of  Filo, 
declared the show as being a unique B2B 
fair in the international context in that 
it “implements concerted strategies for 
yarn demand and supply.” Silvio Albini, 
president of  the Albini Group as well as of  
Milano Unica, put the emphasis firmly on 
the industry’s need for a quicker response, 
“with a dynamic concerted effort to capture 
a new generation.” 

The trend theme at Filo was ‘Perpetuum 
Mobile’, indicating the impetus necessary 
to chase innovation. Designer Gianni 
Bologna had done his usual trick of  
making a collection of  disparate yarns 
burst with fashion influences, juxtaposed 
with comic strip images and colours as a 
tribute to futurism.

It is said that buyers approach Filo with a 
shopping list, visiting the specialist spinners 
to see novelties and developments. Lurex is a 
case in point, priding itself  on re-equipment 
to provide the high colour, high brilliance 
polyester yarns which are sought out by haute 
couture and designer ranges. New colours 
for the season in the TE range – which is 
designed to withstand treatments of  silk 
degumming (the process of  removing the 
sericin, or silk gum, from silk) and to maintain 

a metallised effect – were lilac, light blue, 
a dune shade and navy.  The MDM range 
novelty colours were claret, steel grey and 
topaz yellow. 

Colours were spring-like but delicate – 
pinks and greens, lilacs and sand yellow. 
Botto Poala tipped refined and elegant 
colours with stronger tones. The intensity 
of  contemporary combinations – orange and 
blue, yellow and purple, mint and fuchsia, 
violet and green – produced unconventional 

Inventive colours in natural fibres from Luisa 1966. New colours and shine in Lurex.

Organics and recycled yarns, in new pastel 
colourings from Tearfil.

Hermann Buhler fine combed yarns with  
next-to-skin qualities.
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contrasts and a funky look. 
Summer yarns concentrated on coolness. 

Worsted yarns from trend-setters Luisa 1966 
featured Merino, as well as blends like baby 
alpaca and wool; and summer wool in new 
Merino crepes with a cooler touch. Luisa 
1966 explained that “we can survive only if  
we study something new and promote new 
developments.”

Marchi & Fildi extolled the virtues of  
‘harmony between nature and technology’ 
with cotton-based moulinés and semi-brights 
designed for jersey fabric, as well as bouclé 
yarns for textural dimensions. Fashionable 
blurred looks came from slub viscose and linen 
blends, while Spoerry showed gassed cotton 
single mercerised jersey, and Ice Cotton, a 
super extra-long fresh cotton in a super crepe, 
cool to wear, also emphasising the focus on 
natural comfort through technology. 

Tearfil was backing both organic and 
recycled yarns and showed bright blends such 
as 92% viscose / 6% acrylic / 2% metallics 

Highlights from the Perpetuum Mobile trend theme display created by Gianni Bologna.

Safil presented luxury fibres and new blends, 
using transparency and melanges.

Long staple cotton and skin-kind yarns for 
jersey from Spoerry.

Luxury interpretations of pure wool, cashmere, 
silk and mohair from Botto Poala.

with tiny lights in the yarn. Jerseys – top 
of  the trends – were shown in 60% organic 
cotton / 40% recycled polyester. 

Hermann Buhler had a good response to 
yarns developed for beneficial skin effects. 
“This opens up another sector of  the textile 
industry, enabling us to reach another type of  
customer,” it said. With long staple combed 
cotton its speciality, Buhler is now also using 
cellulose fibres from Lenzing such as Modal 
Edelweiss for very soft jersey, and Tencel C, 
which is derived from chitosan crab protein 
fibre, and proved in tests as being beneficial 
to the skin. 

Pozzi Electa had several examples of  
paramedical yarns, such as socks for diabetics 
created using its Crabyon yarn, comprised of  
75% cotton / 19% crabyon / 4% polyester / 
2% elastane; and stretch fashion yarns with 
neps in mixes like Viscoyak, a viscose / yak 
blend featuring 10% yak wool. Stretch yarns 
featured widely, as in fashionable cotton / 
linen and viscose by Safil. 

Watercolour print effects, and sometimes 
a little Lurex, gave an upbeat look, and 
luxury fibres were blended cleverly, such as 
in Camenzind’s 65% silk / 35% baby camel, 
or its tubular yarn in 57% wool / 43% silk. 
Botto Poala’s chic silk / linen yarns had light 
flammé effects, or blends like 50% wool / 30% 
silk / 20% linen. 

Kingdom Group, of  China, made its first 
appearance at Filo. Its subsidiary, Kingdom 
Europe, is located in Prato, providing 100% 
linen yarn for weaving and knitting, from Nm 
3000 to 70000 from stock, with a technical 
focus, and certified according to the Global 
Organic Textile Standard (GOTS) and EKO 
Sustainable Textile Standard. 

Modern Woollens, of  Mumbai – one of  
the biggest worsted manufacturers in India 
– also debuted. Using Australian and South 
African wool, it has Europe and the UK as 
major export markets, and showed its main 
focus – wool tops and worsted yarns in raw 
white and top dyes.
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