
“Skill Games” for the 37th edition of FILO

Today the 37th edition of FILO, the international fair for yarns and fibres, opened at the Congress Center of 
Le Stelline in Milan. 
The dominating theme of  the entire  fair,  in  its  spring edition,  is  “Skill  Games”.  This theme was chosen 
because it expresses best the character and the objectives of the companies exhibiting at FILO. The “Skill  
Games ” do not only apply to the quest for style which lies behind the products made in Italy, but also to the 
passion with which every manufacturer executes his daily work. 

This double meaning of “Skill Games” is what was discussed at the round table during the inauguration of  
FILO. Marilena Bolli, president of Unione Industriale Biellese focused primarily on the economic prospects 
of the sector and the importance of having a complete productive chain, like the one in Italy. “After showing a 
growth in 2011 for the spinning sector, 2012 has a more prudent perspective” affirmed Bolli. “In this context,” 
continued Bolli, “it is actually FILO that is giving some signs of optimism, counting on a greater number of 
exhibitors in its 37th edition. It is a performance that awards the choice of the international fair and its aim 
towards the high end type of products proposed, quality that frequently implies also creativity and innovation. 
It  is  this  challenge,  The  “Skill  Games”  that  represent  a  daily  task  for  spinners  and  in  general  for  all 
manufacturers. Even for me, as an entrepreneur of the mechanical textile field, it is necessary to face daily  
the challenge of foreseeing the needs of spinners who are searching for new types of yarns and effects by 
providing them with suitable machinery to fulfil these needs. I am convinced that it is necessary to strengthen 
the bond even further between those who build and those who use the machinery in order to bring benefits  
and advantages to the entire productive chain.”.

Elio Fiorucci is the guest of honor of the 37th edition of  FILO with his exceptional role in Italian fashion and  
in his various roles as precursor, innovator, designer, entrepreneur, talent scout and great passion for the 
search of new styles and a new definition of elegance. But, as underscored by Fiorucci, “creation is not the 
only factor, but it always comes from meeting people who are competent and have different points of view.  
The ability of the designer lies in putting it all together into a product. All creations, after all, stem from the 
needs of man which in fashion are very changeable because fashion changes and, even more importantly, 
customs change. Just think of how sport has become so important down through the years and with it the 
concept of being practical. Today the designer has to be able to combine both creativity and comfort, and for  
this purpose help comes from the very high quality of the materials made in Italy from products manufactured  
in the first part of the productive chain, like the ones on exhibit at FILO.”

The moderator of  the discussion,  Ivan Damiano Rota,  journalist,  has faced the theme of  “Skill  games” 
through the eyes of an observer of the phenomenon crossing the fashion system: “In the product proposals 
exhibited in the trend area of FILO, there is a strong accent on elegance and the return to classics, even if it  
is obviously a classic re-visited, a contemporary. This trend was also confirmed in the recent fashion shows 
in Milan, and not only in the collections of Lorenzo Riva or Giorgio Armani, including the “rage” against very 
high heels at any time of day. Some hints of this were also seen in others, generally the most audacious. 
Are we going to see greater sobriety among showgirls, society girls and those in reality shows? Perhaps, but 
it is too soon to tell. And, we shouldn't forget that women are always women and high heels are one their  
arm of seduction. 
One thing is certain in that we all hope fashion will start dictating some rules again instead of being dictated  
to by the street, as it has been happening in recent times.” 



From fashion to design to architecture. Roberto Dulio, professor of the history of contemporary architecture 
at the Polytechnic Institute of Milan, looks once again at the ability of the entrepreneur and finds a meeting 
point between fashion and architecture in the figure of Riccardo Gualino, born in Biella, and founder of Snia-
Viscosa and a great patron of artists and architects. “In the world of Gualino, “doing business” did not only  
mean making a profit, but it implied intellectual tension and the quest for excellence which made him bring 
people from the intellectual elite of his era to his company, exactly like it happened in Ivrea in the factory of  
Adriano Olivetti. All of this led Gualino to invest not only in production in a strict sense, but also on the  
building that was identified with the product. The result  was the Palazzo Gualino in Turin, a building by 
Giuseppe Pagano e Gino Levi Montalcini, which still is the Palazzo Gualino, because of its great architectural 
value”.

From an entrepreneur who looked at the future to the entrepreneur of the future:  Alessandro Ciccioni, 
president of the Group of Young Entrepreneurs of Unione Industriale Biellese, has in fact presented  Human 
Spirits and Business Culture, a book primarily for the entrepreneurs of tomorrow. As Ciccioni explained in his 
speech, “FILO seemed like the ideal place to present a preview of this essay, because it is a fair defined in  
jargon as business to business, or an event dedicated to business, with a great international appeal. These 
are the same qualities that can be found in  the work, passion and words of the entrepreneurs interviewed in  
the book who are not only from Italy. In its pages we can see the idea of the culture of business, the ideal  
impulse that even the Italian entrepreneurs of tomorrow must imitate and develop. It is for this reason that 
the Group of Young Entrepreneurs of Unione Industriale Biellese and the Group of Young Entrepreneurs of  
Confindustria Piemonte have promoted and supported the work of the two authors.” 
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